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Abstract 
The aim of this paper is to identify the importance of Intercultural communicative competence 
(hereafter ICCC) and examine how it is taught in a Japanese setting. ICCC focuses not only on other 
cultures but also on one ’s own culture (Kramsch, 1998), and many researchers emphasize its 
importance especially in the language teaching context. Nevertheless, there seems to be little specific 
pedagogy. ln language classroom, the knowledge and information about foreign countries, and 
differences and similarities between foreign countries and one’s own coun仕y tend to be emphasized. 
The understanding of ICCC in the educational context seems to require care白l interpretation. Not 
only knowledge but also the willingness to accept diversity and respect both one ’s own culture and 
other cultures should be emphasized in ICCC teaching. To achieve this, the focus should be directed 
towards the process of problem solving and awareness of effective intercultural communication rather 
than on a目empts to find one answer for understanding one ’s own culture and other cultures. 
Keywords: Intercultural Communicative Competence, Willingness to accept diversity, Problem 
solving, Open-ended question activities 
Introduction 
According to Roberts (1998), communication between people from different backgrounds entails 
some risks and is difficult to achieve due to di百erences in culture, history, values, belief, and so on. 
Language and culture are inseparable, and language cannot be understood without some cultural 
background (Byram & Fleming, 1998). However, merely studying other cultures is not sufficient 
while acquiring another culture may not be easy. After World War II, because of the economic 
development especially in the U.S and Japan, the focus fell on communication between people of 
widely differing cultures (Inoue, 2007). Intercultural communicative competence (hereafter ICCC) 
focuses not only on other cultures but also on one ’s own culture (Kramsch, 1998), and many 
researchers emphasize its importance especially in the language teaching context. Nevertheless, there 
seems to be little specific pedagogy, and language teachers who are willing to teach ICCC may do so 
on the basis of their own belief. In language classroom, the knowledge and information about foreign 
countries, and differences and similarities between foreign countries and one ’s own countηtend to be 
emphasized. However, not only knowledge but also the willingness to accept diversity and respect 
both other cultures and one ’s own culture need to be emphasized more strongly in ICCC teaching. 
As regards the statement of Sercu (2006), ICCC should be emphasized in language classroom rather 
than communicative competence (Sercu, 2006). However, because of the broad definition of ICCC, 
the understanding of ICCC in the educational context seems to require careful interpretation. 
The aim of this paper is to identi命the importance of ICCC and examine how it is taught in a 
Japanese setting. To investigate these issues, first of all, the claims made in the paper of Sercu (2006) 
will be carefully analyzed. Secondly both some positive and negative opinions regarding ICCC will 
be introduced. Finally, since knowing what own students have learned before they enter Konan 
university seems to be very important, ICCC in a Japanese setting will be described, and an English 
textbook for a communication course used in Japanese high school will be analyzed from the 
viewpoint of the importance of ICCC. 
1. Intercultural Communicative Competence according to Sercu (2006)
As mentioned before, ICCC should be emphasized in language classroom rather than communicative
competence. However, Sercu ’s interpretation of, and belief in, teaching ICCC are in question.
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